
Date: December 9, 2025 Resolution No: 2025-927  
  
Title: Authorizing the Countywide Child Abuse and Neglect Memorandum of 
Understanding 
  
Department/Agency: Prosecutor 
  
Contact: John Borell, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
  
Summary/Background: In 2022, Ohio enacted House Bill 4 which revamped the 
statutory process of acquiring a countywide child abuse and neglect memorandum of 
understanding.   
 
As a result of this update, a number of county entities are required to collaborate and 
execute a Memorandum of understanding that accomplished setting out the roles and 
responsibilities for handling emergency and nonemergency cases of abuse and neglect 
and standards of procedures for handling and coordinating investigations of reported 
cases of child abuse and neglect.   
 
This is an agreement among Lucas County Children Services and community partners 
that delineates roles and responsibilities for referring, reporting, investigating, and 
prosecuting child abuse and neglect cases within Lucas County (hereinafter county). 
The MOU also identifies procedures for collaborative service provisions needed to 
ensure child safety, permanence, and well-being, and the minimum requirements of 
screening, assessment/investigation, and service planning, to meet mandates included 
in children services legislation passed by the 134th Ohio General Assembly. Two 
primary goals of this MOU are the elimination of all unnecessary interviews of children 
who are the subject of child abuse or neglect, and when feasible, conducting only one 
interview of a child who is the subject of a report of child abuse or neglect. 
 
The county entities required to participate in the memorandum have reviewed and 
approved said memorandum or are in the process of giving final approval. 
  
Budget Impact: Not Applicable 
  
Statutory Authority/ORC: 2151.4226  
  
Commissioner Sobecki offered the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, in consideration of the above, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by 
the Board of County Commissioners, Lucas County, Ohio, that: 
 
Section 1. This Board hereby gives approval of the 2026 Countywide Child Abuse and 
Neglect Memorandum of Understanding as executed by all required parties to the 
memorandum.  
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Section 2. The Lucas County Administrator, or a Deputy County Administrator, is 
hereby authorized to execute the Memorandum of Understanding.  
 
Section 3. This Board finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken in an open meeting 
of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those formal actions 
were in a meeting open to the public in compliance with the law. 
 
Section 4. This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and immediately upon its 
adoption. 
  
Action Taken: 
Commissioner Sobecki voted yes 
Commissioner Gerken voted yes  
Commissioner Lopez was absent 

 

  

Jody L. Balogh, Clerk of the Board   
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Lucas County Commissioners, Jessica M. Ford, County Administrator

 



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F



Docusign Envelope ID: 84CA1FEC-EA42-4C9D-B734-D1097218B77F

Resolution No. 2025-927 / approved1/20/2026


		2026-01-20T17:04:55-0800
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




